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Remember the Orphans 


HE WHITE SISTERS are caring for almost a thousand little children in their Orphanages 
- have but one fault: INSATIABLE APPETITES! In these days of depression this is 
a serious fault indeed and the future would be very gloomy 
if the Sisters did not count on the assistance of the Little 
Flower of Lisieux, to whom they have entrusted the care of 
their orphans. 


Daily folding their hands together, these little ones ask 
their holy protectress to shower heavenly roses upon their 
benefactors. 


Any offering, no matter how small, for the ORPHANS’ 
BREAD will be greatly appreciated by the Sisters. In return 
benefactors will have the prayers of these little ones and, 
better still, the blessing of Him Who was once a poor child 
Himself and who said: ‘‘As long as you did it to one of these my 
least brethren, you did it to me.””—St. Matthew XXV. 


Several Good Ways to Help the Spiritual Favors and Advantages 


_ . All those who help the missions in one way or another 
Missionary Sisters will share in the Masses, prayers, and good works offered 


RP up daily by the Missionaries and the natives for their 
: 7 ; Benefactors. 
The perpetual adoption of a Missionary Sister . $2,500.00 Three Masses are celebrated every month for the inten- 
The annual adoption of a Missionary Sister . 125.00 tions of the Benefactors. 
To support a dispensary for a year .........- 40.00 . - 
The aihiads atl teens thabe Special Favors Granted to the 
DOE RATES 06.00.0000 000c00cc0c0008 40.00 Members of the Guilds 
To ransom a woman or young girl for a Cath- 1. dpmnriieinay a Gutem omeal 
DR cccchevosnscsctweseboueees 20.00 i) Heke heteGell. : 
(6) On the following feasts: Immaculate Conception, St. Augus- 
Provide bread for a child, monthly ......... 1.00 tine, St. Monica, St. Peter and St. Francis Xavier. 


7 2. Masses said for them after their death at no matter what Altar 
To build a hut for a patient in Central Africa 10.00 will procure for their souls the same favors as if they had been cele- 


: brated at a privileged altar. 
To support a leper in a but for a month...... 2.00 Persons who would like to avail themselves of these privileges, by 
R becoming members of one of these Guilds may apply to either of the 
To clothe a girl so that she may go to school for following Promoters, who will be pleased to furnish the necessary 
BE cn cicccovnsvevcsennvnessessesennes 5.00 information: 
Miss Helen Boland, 35 Madi: x City. 
To keep a sanctuary lamp burning for a month. 1.00 seer “wae “1 ie apenas 


Mrs. Roman Smith, Jr., South River, New Jersey. 
Miss Anna Cronin, 11 Wrentham St., Ashmont, Mass. 


For information apply to Rev. Mother Superior, 319 Middlesex Avenue, Metuchen, N. J. 
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Published and edited with ecclesiastical approba- 
tion bi-monthly by the Missionary Sisters of Our 
Lady of Africa (White Sisters), Metuchen, N. J. 


Subscription One Dollar a Year 


Entered as second class matter December 15, 1931, at the post office 
at Metuchen, N. J., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


The Most Reverend Moses E. Kiley 
Bishop of Trenton 


Whose outstanding missionary zeal makes us rejoice all the more over his 
appointment, the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa offer their 
respectful congratulations with the assurance of their prayers. 
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Our Poor Lepers 


OR more than a year the White Sisters have de- 
voted themselves to the care of the lepers at 
Bamako. The establishment of a leprosarium is be- 
ing considered. This institution will render valuable 
services: it will gather the sick into one place for the 
purpose of treating them more effectively and for 
fighting the danger of contagion. 

While awaiting the realization of this government 
project, our Sisters go twice a week to the laboratory 
to give injections. The construction of a dispensary, 
especially suited to lepers, will enable them to gather 
and care for their poor patients daily. The latter 
are many and rarely miss a call. The nurses are 
obliged to visit them at their homes and to seek out 
any cases of leprosy which have not yet been detected. 
This means daily visits to Bamako itself and the sur- 
rounding district. 

Besides, the White Sisters, were invited last De- 
cember, to go regularly to Djikoroni, on the other 
side of the river, where a kind of leprosarium exists. 
Some incurables with their families are domiciled there. 
The account which follows will give to our readers an 
idea of the weekly visit of our Sisters to this sad 
locality. 

I have told you of the duties which our Sisters 
exercise as nurses for the poor lepers of Bamako. 
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A Visit To I 


They have just been charged with visiting once a 
week the encampment of the isolated cases, and it is 
the description of one of these visits which I wish to 
give you today. 

A government auto comes to take two of us each 
week, Tuesday morning, to a district twenty kilo- 
meters from the city, on the other side of the Niger 
River,—the abode of that frightful disease called 
leprosy. Here the government has tried to group the 
patients more seriously affected. A great many have 
passed by Djikoroni; very few have been able to stand 
the isolation. Most of them have gone back to their 
native villages where they are tolerated while awaiting 
the construction of a leprosarium. Actually, about 
thirty of these poor people, all very sick, live in this 
little corner of the earth; they are fed, clothed and 
housed free, and can thus lead some sort of existence 
under favorable conditions. 

The lepers know the day of our visit,.and when the 
auto leaves the road to pull up to our shelter, which 
serves for a dispensary, they appear, limping, coming 
out of their huts. 

They come toward us, surrounding us and asking 
news of their native villages. Questions of all kinds 
succeed one another. 

“Will our house (the leprosarium) soon be com- 
pleted?” 

“You must tell the ‘Saba tigui’ captain, (literal 
translation—three stripes) to hasten the building of 
‘our house’ as we are getting tired of this make-shift 
hut.” 

“Will the house be like a native hut or will it have 
European rooms?”’ 

They still retain a sense of affectation. 

The chief of the group, a leper himself, is there with 
troubled brow; he holds in his hand a portion of dry 
fish and comes, in the name of the assembly, to make 
a complaint. We listen. With indignation showing 
in his face and voice trembling with suppressed anger, 
he begins his discourse: 

“Here is what we have been given for our sauce!”’ 

I shall spare you the details. I must take note of 
this in writing to pass it on to the “‘saba tigui.”” We 
write then: “Poor quality—insufficient quantity.” 
They are satisfied. 

Another story begins; it is such a tragedy! Let us 
listen to this unfortunate stricken with tubercular 
leprosy. In his raucous, panting voice, he relates 
that some one has entered his hut while he was absent 
and has stolen his ration of millet. 

“Why, who could have done that? 
the name of the thief?” 

“Yes, he lives in the neighboring village; I borrowed 
money from him several months ago; then— 

“Then what?” 

“Then he came to steal my millet. 
steal from a poor leper like me?”’ 

“No, it is not right; in fact, it is very wrong. But 
tell me, is it right to borrow money and not return 
it?’ 

“No, I suppose not, but I wish he would return my 
millet to me; he had no right to take it.” 


Do you know 


Is it right to 
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» Dyikoroni 
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“Of course he had no right to take it, but have you 
a right to keep his money?” 

Our leper understands; he hangs his head like a 
guilty child and says no more. 

Meanwhile the nursing Sisters have established 
themselves in the shed; set up their little table; pre- 
pared syringes, needles and poultices. Altogether it 
is a very crude contraption, but an antiseptic atmos- 
phere prevails. 

The roll call begins. ‘‘Dji,j—Mahamadou,—Zan.” 

With voices husky and hollow, the voices of lepers, 
they answer, ‘‘Present—present,”’ then one after an- 
other they enter the shed to take the inoculation 
that is so much dreaded. Such excuses to avoid it! 
While going out, they utter such pitiable exclamations 
—‘‘a bé ne dim!’’ (meaning—Oh! how that hurts!)— 
‘“‘a bé founou (it’s swelling!) . 

‘Why, you big baby, that doesn’t hurt; the women 
and children can stand it!’ Then, seeing that it 
“doesn’t go,” they turn to humor with great bursts 
of laughter and the most unexpected wit. 

Considering them thus, one is inclined to believe 
that they are perhaps not so unhappy as their un- 
fortunate condition would seem to indicate. 

“You know,” said one of them to me showing his 
four stumps, “this sickness doesn’t bother me any 
longer; my hands and feet have 
been like this for a long time, one 


to be less talkative than the men. Among them is 
found a young girl Catechumen, Fatima, in isolation 
at Djikoroni fora year. She expresses the hope that 
the treatment will do her good. The visit of the Sis- 
ters is a great joy to her because it is the occasion of a 
Catechetical instruction. We have given her a pic- 
ture of the Virgin Mary before which, very faithfully, 
she recites her morning and evening prayers. Will 
the Virgin Mary some day become the hope and Con- 
solation of these poor lepers at Djikoroni? 

When the inoculations are completed, the Sisters 
attend to the dressing of the sores. As much as they 
fear the inoculations, they appreciate so much the 
more the little attentions given by the Sisters with 
such good will. Lepers who take the treatments 
have few scars; this is a proven fact. But because of 
the loss of feeling caused by the disease, their limbs 
are subject to many accidents, notably to burns. 
Oh! the sight of their poor stump seared by the 
flames! They present themselves one after. another 
to the Sisters who dress and bandage them; they then 
return happy. 

Before leaving we make a tour of the huts to console 
and care for those whom illness keeps at home. 
Then knowing what gives them great pleasure, we 
distribute kola-nuts, a highly-prized article of food. 


can live a long time with this 
disease.” 

To live a long time! This is 
their chief thought and proves 
that their illness is no longer a 
burden to them. 

I noticed at that moment an old 
man with a sad expression on his 
face, smoking his pipe and paying 
attention to nothing else; as it 
seemed to be out, I asked him if 
he had any more tobacco. He 
smiled, went to his hut, and re- 
turned with a little of his coveted 
treasure. Then he must fill and 
light his pipe, an operation quite 
complicated for a leper who no 
longer has any fingers. But with 
time and patience he finally suc- 
ceeds without any outside help and 
resumes his smoking. Another in- 
dividual, a very young man in the 
first stages of tubercular leprosy, 
delights the lepers by playing on 
a xylophone which he has invented thimself. While 
chatting, I try to sound out their religious state, a 
kind of Islamism, enough to recognize the meaning 
of eternity, heaven, hell—just this side of paganism. 
They like to hear discussions on the hereafter. 

“We shall teach you to know God better and to 
serve Him,’’ we say. They are interested and seem 
moved by this show of interest. 

It is now the women’s turn, ten in all. 
still in their huts. We call them forth. 


They are 
They appear 
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A Leper Dispensary 


Their joy is now complete. Thanks and blessings 
accompany the auto which takes us at full speed to 
the city. 

Yes, at full speed it takes us from the scene of such 
profound misery. But the landscape, the incidents 
of the trip, captivating as they are, cannot take our 


thoughts from what we have just seen. A desire, 
To build a hut for a leper........... brete es $10 
To support a leper for a month............005 $2 


(Continued on page 129) 
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The White Sisters in 


Nyassaland 


(Continued) 


OVE of the fam- 
ily is sincere 
among the Babem- 
ba and they were 
anxious to reach 
home. We had to 
make haste to leave 
the tents as they 
began to pull up 
the pegs, shouting 
all the while, “Ku 
Chilubula, Ku Chi- 
lubula.”’ 

We had hardly 
left camp an hour 
when joyous shouts 
could be heard in 
the distance. Then 
there was a great 
ovation as the 
crowds came near- 
er mingling their 
deafening cries to 
the triumphal songs 
of the porters. Salu- 
tations followed ,ex- 
pressing gladness to 
possess the Bamama (Sisters) at last. It was all very 
touching, and not less so, the reception that our por- 
ters received from their wives and daughters, who, 
as they knelt, embraced the knees of their loved ones 
who had been away for more than a month. Then 
relieving the men of their burdens they went ahead 
with such ease and lacrity that we well understood 
why Bishop Dupont had boasted of the negresses’ 
strength. 

When we arrived at the mission we were kindly re- 
ceived by the White Fathers, whose humble auxiliaries 
we were to be. From their balcony we could behold 
the yard black with people and thousands of eyes 
fixed upon us. The first day was passed in visiting 
the mission, and in the evening, the Father Superior 
conducted us to our temporary abode whilst awaiting 
the completion of our convent. On the following 
days we were swamped with visitors. The negroes 
would say: “The Bamama are our mothers, let us 
keep them company.” 

From the start, even before we had recovered from 
the fatigue of the journey, (now, less tiring with more 
modern communications) fever gripped each of us in 
turn. The study of the language was delayed in 
the long and ternble incubi inherent to tropical fever. 
God blessed our beginning with the cross, for during 
the entire first year our health was greatly impaired. 

At the end of October our convent was ready and 
a picture of Our Lady of Good Counsel, the Patroness 
of the house, proved to be a wonderful attraction for 
the people whom their Bishop had dedicated to Mary. 
Every day, but especially on Sundays, the Babemba 
came by thousands to contemplate the image of the 
Queen of Heaven. They would stand and gaze upon 
the Mother and Child without saying a word. The 
picture greatly enchanted the negroes who understood 
it so much the better that their tribe professes a true 
veneration for the queen-mother. 


Catechist and his Flock 
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The fame of this 
wonderful picture 
spread far and 
wide, so that 
groups, including 
old people, came 
from the outlying 
villages from a dis- 
tance of several 
days’ walk to see 
Nyina wa kwa 
Bwana Jesu (Our 
Lady, Mother of 
God.) There were 
days on which for 
hours our chapel 
and veranda were 
so crowded that 
Brother Optat 
feared the convent 
would fall in, the 
houses at that time 
had only earthen 
walls. These occa- 
sions afforded us 
an excellent oppor- 
tunity of familiar- 
izing ourselves with their language. 

On All Saints’ day, the Reverend Father Adminis- 
trator notified us of our share in the mission work: 
the care of the sick at the crudely installed dispensary 
and at domicile in the thirty surrounding villages, 
the teaching of catechism, reading and writing to the 
children. He very kindly gave us little catechisms 
to learn by heart until we would be proficient in the 
native tongue. 

The class-rooms were invaded by boisterous, and 
giddy children. Every day brought a large number 
of new faces. A Sister was also called upon to teach 
singing to the women catechumens who assisted at 
the first part of High Mass on Sundays. They not 
only put their whole hearts and souls into their lessons 
but the full strength of their vocal cords as well. 

Many papas and big brothers insisted on attending 
the lessons given to the little boys, so that after a few 
months quite a number of them could read and write. 
These men were chosen as the first native chatechists. 

The following April, after the rainy season, our 
health began to improve allowing us to scour the 
densely populated villages surrounding the mission. 
By nursing the sick, and sending to the Throne of 
God a great many dying babies, the confidence of all 
the inhabitants was gained in a very short time. We 
were so assailed even by those in good health, that, 
wishing to give satisfaction without causing injury, 
we replaced iodine by vinegar and all kinds of tablets 
and pills by harmless home-made ones. Very often 
in the large villages it was necessary to escape by ruse 
in order to avoid the importunities of the natives, and 
return home before night-fall. 

Later on catechetical work in the neighboring 
villages was assigned to the Sisters. The men took 
their places on one side and the women on the other, 
being careful to turn their backs to one another ac- 

(Continued on page 129) 
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An Appeal for Help 


A Missionary Drive 


“‘A friend in need appeals to a friend indeed.” 

We are carrying the “spirit of hopefulness”’ into our 
plans for the ““MrssENGER” of this year 1934. As 
every other publication we are losing subscribers and 
are heavily feeling the strangling fingers of depression. 

The expenses are very high and we are unable to 
meet them. 

First of all, we wish to extend our sincere thanks 
to our members, subscribers and friends, who, in 
spite of the “hard times” are continuing their co-ope- 
ration and help towards our African Missions. 

For 1934 we make a supreme appeal to all our 
readers, upon them do we depend for our success in 
obtaining NEW SUBSCRIBERS and for this pur- 
pose we are organizing a DRIVE, offering the follow- 
ing prizes: 


For 2 subscriptions and your own 
Sas seccacwsnen An African Scenery 


For 5 subscriptions................ 
A statue of Our Lady of Africa 


For 10 subscriptions............... 
An Arabian Oriental Tapestry 


When this copy reaches you, read it carefully then 
hand it to some friends to interest them in our work. 


Please use the blank for your own renewal as well 


as your friends’ subscription and donations for the 
Missions. 


May we ask the co-operation of the Sisters, in en- 
couraging the class to subscribe to this little maga- 
zine, having Mission literature in the schools and 
helping the unfortunate Africans, who are not blessed 
— the necessities of life as our own American chil- 

ren. 


If this appeal does not reach its GOAL it is with 
great regret that we may have to diminish the actual 
size of our “MESSENGER OF OuR Lapy or AFRIcA’”’ to 
half its actual size. 


SHALL WE HAVE TO MAKE THE SACRI- 
FICE? YOUR GENEROSITY SHALL GIVE THE 
ANSWER. 


P. S.—The renewal of subscription is not desig- 
nated for those who have paid for 1934. 


Many Thanks, Dear Friends 


In last month’s “Magazine” 


we asked our readers to help us get new subscribers, to renew their own sub- 


scription, as it was essential for us in order to continue this work for our poor Africans. 
To those who already answered our appeal, we express our sincere gratitude and we hope that many will 


follow their example. 


cording to a native custom forbidding, out of respect, 
certain members of families related by marriage to 
look at each other in the face. The entire village 
assembled at the catechism instructions and the stal- 
wart Babemba were as respectful and as docile as 
children. 

During the following years the number of catechu- 
mens multiplied very rapidly. A number of young 
men remained at the White Fathers’ for a certain 
period of time, but it was not necessary nor even pos- 
sible to do the same for the girls. We just kept a few 
little ones to help us with the house-work; but very 
capricious, they would leave us in the lurch for the 
most futile pretext, whispering: ‘‘Let us run away and 
see if the Bamama will go to the forest for wood and 
carry jugs of water on their heads.’’ At other times 
they would gobble up the dinner that Sister left on 
the hot ashes during our spiritual exercises and dis- 
appear for along time. Experience taught us to take 
in widows, who proved more faithful, and gave us 
more liberty to devote ourselves to our apostolical 
labors. 

As time passed and the Catholics and their children 
became more numerous, we had the consolation of 
preparing the little ones for their First Holy Com- 
munion. At present there are about six hundred 
first communicants yearly. 

The boisterous children of the first days have be- 
come fathers and mothers of large families, many of 
whom have already married their sons and daughters, 
so that Sister Genevieve and myself now see the third 
and fourth generations coming up. 


When I recall the beginning of our mission and the 
work which has been accomplished by the grace of 
God in the station of Chilubula, actually numbering 
ten thousand Catholics—and several other thousands 
gone to Heaven—my soul overflows with gratitude 
toward the infinite mercy of God. 

Sr. Marie Seraphine, W. 8. 


Drawing 


A silk oriental rug and hand made Arabian scarf 
had been placed on chances some time ago, the lucky 
winners were Mr. C. A. Poiani of Newark who won 
the Oriental rug and Mrs. Rose Brophy of Jersey 
City, the Arabian scarf. 

Thanks to all those who contributed to make this 
drawing a success. 


(Continued from page 127) 


an ardent desire, arises from our hearts—that these 
poor lepers, to whom we are assigned, will come to 
know God, and to learn to unite their sufferings to 
those of the Savior! While caring for the sick bodies, 
we must also find a road to their souls. Only grace 
ean help us; that grace which your prayers shall ob- 
tain from the Divine Lord. 
Sister Joseph-Mary, 
Bamako Mission. 
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A simple but impressive ceremony took place on 
May the second at Our Lady of Africa’s Monastery, 
Mother House of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady 
of Africa, in Algiers, Africa. His Excellency Arch- 
bishop Leynaud blessed and gave the habit to forty 
postulants, fifty-nine novices pronounced their first 
vows, amongst whom were the two first postulants 
from the postulate of Metuchen, New Jersey. 

Thirty-three professed Sisters pronounced their final 
vows. 


Metuchen’s First Professed White Sisters 


The newly-professed Sisters will gladly accept the 
obedience, which will answer their great desire to de- 
vote themselves heart and soul to the conversion of 
pagan Africa. 

After Mass the ceremony closed by a prayer for 
our dear parents, many whom were far away from 
their loved ones, but no doubt partook of the spiritual 
joys of the great sacrifice. 

May many others of our courageous girls hear and 
answer the “Divine Call.’ 


Our Lady of Africa Mission Guild 
Jersey City, N. J. 


On Tuesday evening, April 10th, at the home of 
Mrs. Boland, Madison Avenue, Jersey City, the 
regular annual meeting was held of the promoters and 
members of Our Lady of Africa Mission Guild. 

An account of the January meeting was read, for 
the future progress of the Guild as thus expressed by 
the first president Miss Helen Boland, new officers 
were elected whom were read as follows: President, 
Miss Mae Brady; secretary, Mrs. Nicholas Palace; 
treasurer, Miss Margaret Broedel. 

The financial results of last years activities were 
expressed, which is a great help to the Missions. 

The Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa were 
present, amongst whom was Reverend Mother Mary, 


A New Film: 


A new film has entered the country: “VISIONS 
OF AFRICA” will provide wholesome and instruc- 
tive amusement to both children and adults, further- 
more it will give a good screen entertainment and a 
clearer vision of the Africans’ life as well as an idea 
of the Missionaries’ work in the dark continent. 

May this film be launched throughout the different 


“VISIONS OF AFRICA” 


Superior of the White Sisters at Metuchen; she cor- 
dially thanked the members for their zeal for the 
African pagans and related to these worthy co-opera- 
tors the spiritual fruits which resulted from their 
labors and sacrifices. 

An agreeable evening was spent in seeing a film, 
giving a clear vision of the work accomplished by the 
White Sisters amongst the Africans. 

May many members be encouraged to help in such 
a worthy cause. To those who are already enrolled, 
we extend our sincere congratulations and thanks for 
their noble work. 

To the other Guilds who have followed in their 
footsteps we wish the same success. 


dioceses of the United States and bring nearer to us 
the needs of both VOCATIONS and SUPPORT for 
the African Missions. 

Should this “picture” appeal to you, arrangements 
may be made with the Mother Superior, 319 Middle- 
sex Avenue, Metuchen, N. J. 
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